EVALUATION

CROVDONITES
CSTIVAL




ey Figures and
Geographical Reach

RAdeola Yemitan, ‘Good News’ - The Front Room

99%0

of audiences came from Croydon

60%

of those people came from Addiscombe, Selhurst,

Broad Green, Shirley, Addington, New Addington,
Thornton Heath and Waddon.
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raphical Reach

Rudience, ‘TrainWreck’ - CYTO

HOWEVER, CROYDONITES 2025 REAGHED PEOPLE ACROSS THE GOUNTRY AS FAR AWAY AS BATH AND
FOLKESTONE, WE ALSO KNOW THAT ONE ATTENDEE FLEW OVER FROM GREEGE FOR THE FESTIVAL THIS YEAR.
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leveloping new audiences |
engaging people in live
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] Have you been to the Croydonites Festival before?

Yes
47.6%

No
52.4%

events?

Lessthanonceayear

z How often do you attend performance and other cultural

1.2%

One to five times a y...
25.6%

Opening Night Speeches - Braithwaite Hall

Six or more times a y...
73.2%

“Croydonites has a specific audience that come back to shows every time, it's an over looked area which clearly has an appetite for

this kind of work. It sells so well and they get repeat audiences every year - there should be more!l” - Audience Quote



Hudience and participant
demographics

What is your age?
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Sharifa Butterfly, ‘Dicks Pick’s’ - The Oval Tavern

What is your age?

“Croydonites makes Croydon - and the people
here - feel worthwhile again and valued. It's not
just moneyed folk and areas who warrant
having art available to them. It animates an
area, and brings joy to it's inhahitants. Not to
mention helping the people there feel seen, not
ignored/ avoided.” - Audience Quote

Rudience, ‘Dicks Pick’s’ - The Oval Tavern.




L

fudience and participant

demographics

c2

Data from the festival audiences who answered our questionnaire, shows a

predominantly white British/European audience, however in person attendance told
a different story and included people from a wide range of ethnic backgrounds.

How would you describe your ethnicity? (e.g. Asian, Asian
British, Black, Black British, White British, White Other)

Asian (Indian)
1.5%

White Irish

2.9%

White other
8.8%

White Welsh

British

4.4%

White British
64.7%

Tom Cassani, ‘Iterations’ - The Braithwaite Hall

Disability

“Croydon needs more culture, it brings people in. It
also gives people who live here a sense of pride &
lifts spirits.” - Audience Quote

Do you identify as a D/deaf and or D/disabled person or
have a long term health condition?

Yes
15.5%

No
84.5%




levsloping new audiences |
engaging people in live
performance

Rbove: Dino Desica / Four Rehearsals
On/One Stage - The Front Room.
Below: Christopher Howell, ‘Magic Show’
- The Braitewaite Hall.
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Hrtists and participant
@\@\mum@h CS

Artists

10% of artists programmed were from or have strong
connections with Croydon

Ages ranged between 30 - 62 years old

36% of artists were D/deaf and or D/disabled or have a long
term health condition

29% were from global majority backgrounds

64% were women, §6% were men

6% described themselves as heterosexual, 15% bi sexual, 38%
queer, 3% gay

RAnita Wadsworth, ‘Sex and Other Stories’ -
The Front Room

Mitra Djalili, ‘Wife Support’ - The Front Room

Croydonites celebrates Croydon and
the fantastic performance makers who live here.’
- Audience Quote
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How did you hear about the show?

veting impact

Walking past

David Lean cinema flyers
3.7 Mailing list
Review 50 7

Poster

Brochure
Culture Croydon mailing list
Croydonites ads

Website
Instagram 11.0

An Inside Croydon e-mail

Word of mouth

Word of mouth is significant in drawing people to the festival with 37% of people answering our survey
telling us that they had booked on the recommendation of someone else

THE STAGE Mews Roviows v Features v Opinion v Jobs Tickets Suppliers

Toplcs CHOOSE YOUR DRAMA SCHOOL MY FAVOURITE PLAY SUSTAINABLE STAGES BACKSTAGE & TECH|

roydonites festival proves the need for
bold theatre, not cheap punchlines

OPFINION OCGT 2

BEn E

St s Grevon sation promsting Greyion s Lonlon Boreugh of Culle fo 2028 Photer Shaterstosk Fatiha El-Ghorri, ‘Dicks Pick’s’ - The Oval Tavern
Feature in The Stage on 21 Oct 2025 with circulation of 30k

weekly paper readers and 400k monthly online.



and feedback
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Shit Theatre, ‘Evita Too’ - The Front Room

Feedback from Rudiences

“Inspiring, very good, brave. Reminded me of my personal situation.”

“Friendly, funny and well organised.”

“Highly original, superbly delivered.”

“It was great, a wild ride, loads of fun”

“lery enjoyable. Great venue. Local talent.”

“Great acting, variety of content was vast.”

“Barnstorming, explosive and hilarious....a life-affirming scream for the brutal necessity of making art at all, now and forever”
“Great, identifiable, thought-provoking but not preachy, encouraging us to see things from others' points of view.”
“Anarchic, joyful, original.”

“| got to see hig names in my local setting”

“Very different. It was like looking “under the bonnet * of the show creation process.”

“It was really good. Not what | was expecting at all. | got to talk to the performers. They are so talented.”

“It made me happy”



Feedback on the Yenues

“Love it, even dogs are welcome!”

“The Kitkat cabaret hidden on the cusp of our Bladerunner Future.”
“Never been before and it's great. Really welcoming.”

“It’s a great building and ideal for an intimate show.”
“Excellent..friendly, comfortable, intimate..a joy!”

“Loved it nicely decorated and a hidden gem.”

“Perfect - unpretentious, versatile, great location for transport, lovely staff - always a brilliant atmosphere.”
“Absolutely stunning! A new part of Croydon | had never seen.”

“Really cute space - sad | hadn't heard of it sooner!”

“Lovely. 've been often and always feel relaxed and welcome.”

Jack & Antonia, ‘All Mixed Up’ - The Front Room

“I fell in love with it. It's a last chance saloon of post-Victorian municipal self-improvement and community.
An act of punk theatre in that space felt somehow both profane and fitting.”

“David Lean Cinema - intimate and run well by the volunteers.”
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Simple Cypher, ‘Roll Play’ - North End



Impact on Croydon

Is it important that the festival is happening here in Groydon? If so, why?

‘Croydonites feels like a family. Lots of the same people keep coming back. Even if you don't know them personally we feel like a group. And I don't like
musicals and the usual West End Theatre. | like theatre that makes you think. Croydonites ticks all the boxes. Everytime | see an email from Croydonites
come into my inbox | can't wait to book tickets.”

“It’s a model for being bold with where and how performance and theatre is programmed and building relationships with a local community as audiences
and creators.”

“It is so important to have things that draw people in and bring them together. It's so joyful.”
“People can't afford to do things so this is really needed.”

“IVell done Croydonites - Croydon is richer for you.”

“Croydonites has brilliant class acts in the BEST venues.”

“Croydon is lucky this is happening, we need more on our Streets that is positive.”

“Ie need Croydon to gentrify to feel more artistic, cultured and safe, and this festival does that.”

“Croydonites is a glimmering light in a Croydon shank!”

“It's ahsolutely great. It reminds us that there is talent in Croydon. Vital support for local people, its a whole mix of people in the audience and on stage
(ethnicity, age, type of work)”

What was your main reason for coming into Croydon (the
show or something else)?
Shepping e

3.7%

How long did you stay in the area ?

| live here
20.7%

3- 4 hours

all day
3.7%
Under 1 hour
11.0%




Feedback trom Mrtists

“Croydonites is beacon of light in a theatre landscape that feels like it is being drained of money and belief in new work. It gives artists the Space to
experiment and normalises work being in progress! It's given me the confidence to share my work even when its not at it's final form, because, contrary
to what the commercialisation of art makes you feel, good work takes time.”

“The event sold out well in advance to a diverse range of local audience members. | perform at a wide variety of
events both in the UK and internationally, in hig venues like the Comedy Store and Hackney Empire as well as more
intimate settings, and this was one of the hest organised comedy nights I've had the pleasure to work at.”

“The audience was made up largely of local people and many of them said they don't often go to comedy nights. Clearly having this event at a well-loved
venue in the heart of their neighbourhood brought them out in their numbers, and fostered a sense of strong community and cohesion among what
otherwise might e considered a diverse group - with varying age ranges, ethnicities and demographic backgrounds.”

“Everyone has been brilliant, going out of their way to make a group who have come together via MIND feel very
welcome and safe.”

“It's 50 hard to find reliable outlets to present theatre at every step of development and | think Croydonites fills that gap in an important way”

TomYum§im (Simone French), ‘TrainWreck’ - CVT0 Hannah Maxwell, ‘Babyfleareindeerbag’ - The Front Room




Feedback from Partners

“Having the first London performance Edinburgh smash hit ‘Philosophy of The World' was great for us and it
drew a really mixed audience, many new to the venue. Thank you Croydonites for bringing us such stellar
work and building our reputation for bold, thought provoking shows. This one literally had the walls shaking.”
Stanley Arts

“So many new people came to The Front Room for the first time and the feedback has been so encouraging. The range of different shows this
year was amazing. e can't wait for next year as our collaboration goes from strength to strength.” The Front Room

“It was a complete sell out and we had to turn people away at the door! We loved hosting this Groydonites
event as they brought a crowd of locals and as well as many who travel into Croydon. The comedy acts were
first class and the atmosphere was electric.” Oval Tavern

“Croydonites residency with immersive show TrainWreck at CYT0 was a brilliant way to share local resources with really interesting artists, share
this practice with our young people and share our community space with professional experimental theatre goers. The way the building was used
Wwas very inventive and audiences had such a good time. We'd love to work together again.” CVT0

“We were delighted to partner with Croydonites for the first time this year to present Salt: Dispersed, a film
version of the award-winning show by Selina Thompson. The powerful and intimate work exploring grief, Black
British identity and colonialism brought a diverse audience to the David Lean. Riongside other National Theatre

Live filmed theatre shows, it provided a rich addition to our autumn programme helping us to reach local
black communities. We hope to work with the Croydonites team again to bring high quality work like this to
CRO.” David Lean Ginema

In Bed With My Brother, ‘Philosophy of the World’ - Stanley Arts




Feedback from Croydommrites

Peace of MIND & Good Wolf People, ‘The North Croydon Community Centre FUNdraiser and Memorial Service’ - The Front Room




social Media and Press

TOMYUMS!
Train{wrec

Instagram: 012 followers - 15% increase
19,783 views during the festival reaching 10k accounts

Facebook: 1000 followers
6,805 views in the run up to and during the festival

Mailing list: 1522 members - 16 % increase
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https://www.broadsheet.com/london/articles/croydonites-festival-2025

How the data was gathered?
Il audience surveys
4 participant surveys (Croydonwrites)
[4 artists surveys
18 Viox Pop interviews
Box office data gathered through Tickets Source and manual
hooking sheets
Social media comments
FOH team counting physical footfall in town centre

TomYumSim (Sven Ironside), ‘TrainWreck’ - CVTO

« Audience growth: We achieved the highest hox office takings to date (36% of capacity) which included new audiences and loyal regulars from across London and
heyond.

o frtist development: Our long-term relationships with high-guality artists are flourishing; as their profiles rise, so does the festival’s visibility. Artists confirm our
festival is essential in a particularly challenging climate for fringe theatre where artists are paid for their time and local artists can take risks and develop their
practise in their home borough.

o Cultural impact: our 10th festival was a turning point in terms of increased profile generating significant press coverage in The Stage and cementing our place in
London’s cultural ecology.

« \lenue strategy & partnerships:

o We missed running our own venue (Studio 55 in 2024) and remain in desperate need of a black hox studio theatre with raked seating.

« (ur relationships with presenting venues are mutually valued and provide a range of experiences for audiences.

« The new collaboration with The David Lean Cinema enabled us to share an award-winning theatre show via film and brought a new GM audience to the cinema.

« Presenting work on North End remains essential for reaching audiences who don’t usually engage in arts and culture and helps animate the town centre.

« Programming highlights: Comedy and immersive theatre remain standout features, attracting significant audience interest. Shows by Shit Theatre, Hannah Maxwell
and In Bed With My Brother also sold out.




Anna Arthur
email: anna@croydonites.com

Katie Hurley
email: katie@croydonites.com

sophie Eustace
email: sophie@croydonites.com
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